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Accidental Deaths California: 1910-1948 
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California during 1948, persons out every 
100,000 died from some accidental cause, and far 
greater number suffered injuries resulting either 
temporary permanent disability. addition the 
social and economic loss individuals and their fami- 
lies, this represents cost 7,130 lives and many mil- 
lions dollars property, insurance payments and 
medical care. 

Despite this unenviable record, during 1948 Califor- 
nia experienced the lowest accidental death rate her 
history. There were fewer such deaths last year than 
any year since 1942 and during these past six years the 
State’s population has increased tremendously. 

Among California residents 1948, accidents were 
the fourth leading cause all deaths, and the leading 
cause age groups through 35. The following gives 
some indication the importance accidents cause 
death California: 

Total deaths Accidental deaths 

210 

379 

321 

825 

1,716 

1,555 

2,002 
Only heart diseases, cancer and intracranial diseases 
origin, most frequently degenerative diseases 

old age, caused more deaths than accidents. 

California’s death rate from all accidental causes 
has remained almost constant from 1910 1945. Deaths 
declined during and immediately following World War 
rise sharply automobiles came into general 
use. Between the two wars, the rates went all- 
time high 1936 (100.2 per 100,000 population), rate 
which was never equaled again even during 1941-45. 
Sinee 1945, the rate has dropped steadily from its war- 
time high 93.0 68.9 1948. 


Population Factors 


comparing rates, the the popu- 
lation which they are based must considered. Be- 
the length time which has elapsed since the 
last census, estimates the State’s population 
the age, race and sex composition the population 
(factors which affect the accidental death rate) has 
probably changed considerably since 1940. The age 
the population particularly important, since the 
younger age groups suffer higher ratio fatalities 
from accidents. Despite the lack accurate data 
California’s population composition, there seems 
have been significant drop the number accidental 
deaths the last three years. Most this reduction 
has been motor vehicle accident deaths. 

Although the total accidental death rate has re- 
mained almost the same from 1940 1945, motor vehi- 
cle accident deaths increased until the 1940’s, indi- 
eating corresponding decline deaths from other 
accidental causes (from 89.9 per 100,000 population 
1910 39.8 1948). 1910, motor vehicle accident 
deaths constituted only 3.8 percent all accidental 
deaths 1948 they constituted 42.2 percent. 

The subject accidents and accident-prevention 
has become increasingly popular one for special 
studies. One the most thought-provoking What 
the Leading Cause Death?’’ published the 
American Medical Association. Causes mortality 
were tabulated order importance, first fre- 
quency, then, combination with life tables, according 
number life years lost and the number working 
years lost. showed accidents the lead- 
ing cause working years lost and second only heart 
diseases life years lost (1945 data). 
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ACCIDENTAL DEATH RATES were 


CALIFORNIA, 
PLACE OCCURRENCE) 


100,000 POPULATION 


1910-1948 


RATE PER 


1910 1915 1925 


NOTE: 1919 RATES NOT AVAILABLE = === 
SOURCE: SEE TABLE ! 
Epidemiology Accidents 


There seems increasing interest applying 
epidemiologic methods discover the causes acci- 
dental deaths and preventive measures applicable 
control them. contrast the accidents 
more evident that, with few exceptions such deaths 
lightning, almost all accidents are the result 
combination environmental and psychological fac- 
tors which are subject some measure study and 
control. 

Dr. John Gordon, the American Journal 
Public Health for April, 1949, emphasizes the necessity 
complete statistical data applying epidemiologic 
methods prevention. discusses the need 
for the collection all possible data the host factors 
(age, sex, and personality victims), agents acci- 
dents, and environment (physical, biological and socio- 


1930 1935 1940 1945 lies 


DEATH RATES FROM ALL ACCIDENTS 
DEATH RATES FROM MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 


economic). Dr. Gordon writes, analysis 
data according the pattern described believed help 
ful understanding the origin accidents, 
provides framework into which endless scattered 
servations can fitted.’’ 
The United States Public Health Service 
posing program for the collection 
information fatal accidents, the starting point 
special accident fatality report form 
death certificate the cause and 
the accident, completed local health 
ments. 
More detailed information accidental deaths 
California will available for 1949 data, they 
seven months 1949 fatalities shows that 
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motor vehicle accidents, percent occurred 
percent places (other than motor 
accident deaths), and percent were industrial 
Accident Proneness 
The theory the individual, 
the results studies which found that large 
has been the subject much discussion, 
both favorable and 
Dr. Franz Alexander Public Health Reports for 
25, 1949 writes that the contention 
modern psychiatry that ‘‘most accidents are not acci- 
all but are caused largely the victim’s own 
disposition large number persons with the 
habit have had strict upbringing and have 
derived from this unusual amount resentment 
persons authority. Planning and delibera- 
tin are potent factors which make one refrain from 
immediate rash action. The accident-prone person es- 


rebel. cannot tolerate even self-disci- 


the other hand, Dr. Barry King his article 
Prevention Research’’ the same publica- 


tion, feels that ‘‘finding that relatively small percent- 
the accident group responsible for high per- 


total accidents does not constitute proof 


exposure the ‘accident prone’ group 


situations The test the hypothesis 


lies the failure identify casual physio- 


logical psychological characteristics, their com- 


bination, present individuals showing high fre- 
quency accidents, and absent present lesser 
degree ‘accident free’ individuals with compa- 
rable background suggests more 
controlled experiments under laboratory con- 
ditions. 

For the most part, however, writers seem agree 
that accidents are the result multiple factors—en- 
vironmental, physical and psychological—and that 
none these factors must neglected studying the 
causes and control accidents. 


Control Programs 


Several articles have recently emphasized that while 
transportation and industrial accident prevention 
comes within the jurisdiction safety engineers and 
law-enforcement agencies, the responsibility for educa- 
tion the public home safety lies with health agen- 
cies, both private physicians and public health depart- 
ment representatives. Because the type services 
rendered, health agencies have both access private 
homes and the confidence the various members the 
family. 

The APHA Journal for September, 1949 reports 
two new developments New York State’s accident- 
prevention program. The first the establishment 
State Division Safety, responsible the governor 
for coordinating all the safety activities the various 
state departments. The second the organization 
Home Accident Section the Division Medical Serv- 
ices the Department Public Health, encourage 
special public health programs epidemiological 
studies, ease finding accident-prone individuals and 


IMPORTANT CAUSES DEATH 


CALIFORNIA, 1948 
(BY PLACE RESIDENCE) 
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the provision clinical facilities for correction 
mental and physical disorders related proneness, and 
for general research. 


Throughout the Nation there seems in- 
creasing awareness the importance accidents 
death and disability and the fact that this 
toll reduced through the application known 
methods study and control. 
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Dr. Holaday Accepts Industrial 
Health Position 


David Holaday, M.D., M.P.H., leaves the State 
Department Public Health January 15th 
take over the industrial medical program the Ameri- 
ean Can Company its San Francisco headquarters. 


Dr. Holaday has served Chief the Bureau 
Disease Control since November 1948. joined the 
department 1941 and was attached the Division 
Local Health Service. After service with the Army 
Medical Corps from 1942 1945, returned early 
1946 the same division until his appointment the 
position from which now resigns. 


native Kansas, Dr. Holaday took his M.D. 
the University Kansas School Medicine and his 
M.P.H. degree the University California School 
Health. 


this writing new chief has been appointed for 
the Bureau Disease Control, which made the 
Acute Communicable Disease Service, Chronic Disease 
Service, Tuberculosis Service and Venereal Disease 
Service. 
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TABLE 


Deaths From All Accidental Causes and Motor Vehicle 
Accidents—California, 1910-1948 


(By place occurrence) 


automobile accidents and injuries included from 1910-1924. 

NA—Not available. 

Note: Rates are per 100,000 population. 

Source: State California, Department Public Health, Statistical 
ment, 1947-1948, Table 34, p. 82. / 


State California, Department Public Health, Vital Statistics 
1945-1948. 


Mental Hygiene Conference 


The annual conference the Mental Hygiene 
ciety Northern California will held January 282 
Asilomar, and will feature panels and 
the general theme ‘‘living mid-century.’’ 
lems the individual and his family and 
mental relationships will constructively anal 
under the categorical headings Childhood and 
Men and Women, The Middle Years, and Old Age. 

Discussion leaders, speakers and consultants 
annual conference will include three staff 
the State Department Health: Dr. Kent 
Zimmerman, Consultant for Mental Health Dr. 
Breslow, Chief, Chronic Disease Service; and 
Frederic Kriete, Chief, Bureau Maternal 
Child Health. 


Number Rate 
Popu- 
lation All a 
Year estimate All Motor All Motor 
| 


= 


Type accident 


—— 


Total, All Accidental 


Motor-vehicle accidents... ............... 
Other road-transport 
Water-transport 


Accidents mines and 
Agricultural and forestry accidents... 
Other accidents involving machinery 


Accidental 
Accidental mechanical 
Accidental 


Accidental injury 
Accidental injury by cutting or piercing... 


Oth 


Tumor Registry Has 60,000 Reports 
Third Year Begins 

the end its second year operation this Jan- 
uary, California’s State Tumor Registry has accumu- 
lated 60,000 case reports from general hospitals 
which furnish these records voluntary basis. The 
total number thus far reported includes backlog cases 
dating from 1942. 

California the first state west the Mississippi 
establish such registry, and the only one record all 
neoplasms whether benign malignant. Fundamental 
activities registration programs, locally and the 
central registry, are collect abstracts case histories 
neoplasms which can processed, indexed, checked 
for duplication, and cleared for deaths. Statistical 
studies which then become possible yield information 
cancer morbidity, the status recognition and diag- 
nosis neoplasms, the efficacy present methods 
treatment, and the percentage cures socially useful 
survival. Local follow-up reported cases under- 
taken the hospital physician concerned. 

noted English authority, Dr. Middle- 
sex Hospital, has said that great deal information 
relating cancer based upon impressions, and that 
only through critical study and analysis made possible 
such accurate reports those required tumor 
registry will our knowledge become truly factual. The 


Source: State of California, Department of Public Health, Vital Statistics Records. 
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TABLE 
Deaths From Accidental Causes Age—California, 1948 
(By place 


Age 
65 an 
45-54 55-64 not 
over stated 

768 804 1,989 

348 330 499 

19 22 
8 2 

110 146 1,163 1 

101 140 1,158 1 


value this State’s registry may partly indicated 
listing classifications under which the State Depart- 
ment Public Health intends tabulate analysis 
all the reports received December 31, 1949, 
36,000 which have already been processed. 

the total each group, for total and sex. 

percentages total reported neoplasms. 


Distribution malignant neoplasms site. 
Distribution age. 
Survival rates. 


will also possible prepare analyses dealing 
with special sites and types malignancies site, age, 
sex and type treatment. The fundamental and ac- 
curate data gained from such registry and analysis 
expected throw light virtually every aspect 
eancer work, from clinical research and therapy hos- 
pital and public health administration. 

obtain information for future comparative 
studies, subsidies were provided the department 
all participating hospitals which were willing tran- 
records dating back January 1942. Extra 
clerical help was hired the hospitals with the funds 
provided, and the backlog reporting thus financed 
now nearly complete. This information particular 


| 
— nati nder 
List all ages year 5-14 15-24 25-34 
Number 
210 380 316 876 892 
170 3,011 138 142 588 495 
189, 190, 
“i q 191, 192, 
e 7 


102 California’s Health, California Department Public Health, January 15, 1950 


use determining survival and evaluating survival 
terms treatment. 

The participating general hospitals represent 
percent all general hospitals California, per- 
cent all those with more acceptable beds, and 
percent all beds general hospitals with more 
acceptable beds. Four teaching hospitals are among 
those taking part tumor registration, and these repre- 
sent percent the acceptable beds California 
teaching hospitals. Institutions involved this pro- 
gram are located Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sacra- 
mento, Oakland, Woodland, Santa Rosa, Santa Bar- 
bara, Riverside, Pasadena, San Diego, Fontana, Up- 
land, Loma Linda, and San Bernardino. 

order that the tumor registry program may have 
full coverage representative the State’s whole cancer 
morbidity, hoped that many more hospitals will 
join with the present participants the project con- 
tinues. 


Regional Water Pollution Control 
Boards Appointed 

The December issue California’s Health car- 
ried article about the State’s new water pollution 
control law, and named members the nine-man State 
Water Pollution Control Board. outlining the 
ture the new program was said that ‘‘control 
pollution and nuisance regional level,’’ 
under the law, and that authority vested 
primarily regional five-man boards representing the 
major interests pollution 

this writing all members the nine regional 
boards have been appointed, with two exceptions. Each 
member identified below with respect the ‘‘major 
interest pollution control’’ which represents. 
map the nine control regions defined under the law 
also reproduced. 


REGIONAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL BOARDS 


North Coastal Region (No. 

Ralph Oliver, Ukiah 

Water Superintendent Ukiah 

Water Supply Conservation and Production 
Lewis Foulke, Yreka 

Farmer 

Irrigated Agriculture 
(To appointed) 

Production Industrial Waste 
Blom, City Hall, Santa Rosa 

City Manager Santa Rosa 

Municipalities 
Myron Husband, M.D., Eureka 

Health Officer Humboldt County 

Counties 

San Francisco Bay Region (No. 

John Longwell, Oakland 

Executive, East Bay Municipal Utility District 

Water Supply Conservation and Production 
Grant Burton, Concord 

Farmer 
Irrigated Agriculture 


Ralph Shafer, San Jose 


Executive, International Minerals Chemical Co. 


Production Industrial Waste 

Ralph Wadsworth, City Hall, San Francisco 
City Engineer San Francisco 
Municipalities 

Chope, M.D., Redwood City 


Director, Dept. Public Health Welfare, San Mateo Co. 


Counties 


Central Coastal Region (No. 

York Peterson, Santa Maria 

City Engineer Santa Maria 

Water Supply Conservation and Production 
Arnold Frew, Greenfield 

California Orchard Company 

Irrigated Agriculture 
Alfred Ferrini, San Luis Obispo 

Dairy Industry 

Production Industrial Waste 
Neal Smith, Santa Cruz 

City Manager Santa Cruz 

Municipalities 
Kenneth Sheriff, M.D., Salinas 

Health Officer Monterey County 

Counties 


Los Angeles Region (No. 
Ray Derby, Los Angeles 


Principal Sanitary Engineer, Los Angeles Bureau Water 


and Power 
Water Supply Conservation and Production 
Fred Snodgrass, Ventura 
Farmer 
Irrigated Agriculture 
Gilbert Van Camp, Terminal Island 
Van Camp Sea Food Company 
Production Industrial Waste 
Randall Dorton, Santa Monica 
City Manager Santa Monica 
Municipalities 
Arnold, Los Angeles 


County Engineer and Surveyor, Los Angeles County 


Counties 


Central Valley Region (No. 
Plummer, Modesto 
Chief Engineer Modesto Irrigation District 
Water Supply Conservation and Production 
Edward Westgate, Woodbridge 
Farm Operator 
Irrigated Agriculture 
Paul, Fresno 
Executive, California Products Company 
Production Industrial Waste 
Carl Hoskinson, Sacramento 
Superintendent Sacramento City Water Dept. 
Municipalities 
Raymond Lynn Knight, M.D., Visalia 
Health Officer Tulare County 
Counties 


Lahontan Region (No. 
Cecil Edmonds, Truckee 
Manager, Truckee Utility District 
Water Supply Conservation and Production 
Clyde Tatum, Victorville 
Farmer 
Irrigated Agriculture 
(To appointed) 
Production Industrial Waste 
Anderson, M.D., Bishop 
County and City Health Officer 
Municipalities 
Ogilvie, Susanville 
County Engineer Lassen County 
Counties 


Colorado River Basin Region (No. 


Charles McCorkle, Needles 
Water Superintendent City Needles 
Water Supply Conservation and Production 


Buck, Indio 
Farmer 
Irrigated Agriculture 

George Barker, Banning 
Banning Canning Company 
Production Industrial Waste 

Superintendent Public Works 
Municipalities 

Kroeger, M.D., Centro 
Health Officer Imperial County 
Counties 


Santa Ana Region (No. 
Horace Hinckley, Redlands 
General Manager, Bear Valley Mutual Water Company 
Water Supply Conservation and Production 
Walter Schmid, Garden Grove 
Farmer 
Irrigated Agriculture 
William Wybourn, Riverside 
Executive, Food Machinery and Chemical Corp. 
Production Industrial Waste 
Forsythe, San Bernardino 
City Engineer City San Bernardino 
Municipalities 
Arthur Walker, San Bernardino 
Industrial Coordinator for County San Bernardino 
Counties 


San Diego Region (No. 
General Manager Chief Engineer, Mesa, Lemon Grove 
and Spring Valley Irrigation District 
Water Supply Conservation and Production 
Smart, Rancho Santa Fe. 
President, Santa Irrigation District 
Irrigated Agriculture 
Wade Ambrose, San Diego 
President and General Manager, Westgate Sea Products 
Company 
Production Industrial Waste 
James Neal, Oceanside 
Administrator City Oceanside 
Municipalities 
Askew, M.D., San Diego 
Health Officer City and County San Diego 
Counties 


WATER POLLUTION 
CONTROL REGIONS 
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Courses for Lab Technicians 


Two courses interest laboratory technicians 
are announced the University California Exten- 
sion Division Los Angeles. 

two unit course ‘‘Advanced 
6th p.m. and will include meetings, with fee 
$18. 

Chemistry for Laboratory Technicians,’’ 
general survey course, opens February 8th the 
enrollment now being accepted University Exten- 
sion offices the university campus 813 South Hill 
Street downtown Los Angeles. 


Board Exam for Public Health 


The American Board Preventive Medicine and 
Health will hold examination for physicians 
specializing public health who wish certified 
the board, dates timed with the meeting Portland, 


Applications must submitted before February 
Dr. Stebbins, Secretary-Treasurer the 
board, 615 North Wolfe Street, Baltimore Mary- 
land. written examination will given next May 
28th Portland, followed May 29th oral exami- 
nation. 


Area Health Officers Group Formed 


Health officers from eight San Joaquin Valley 
counties have formed association which they will 
work together and with their communities area 
problems public health. 


Dr. Moyle, Merced County Health Officer, was 
elected president the new San Joaquin Valley Health 
Officers’ Association its first meeting, held the 
Merced General Hospital. Dr. Lynn Knight, Tulare 
County, was chosen vice president, and Dr. Deuel, 
Assistant Health Officer Madera County, secretary. 
Other counties were represented Dr. William 
Stein, Fresno; Dr. William Buss, Kern; Dr. Donald 
Upp, Kings; Dr. George O’Brien, Stanislaus; and 
Dr. Bingham, San Joaquin. 

The group voted hold meetings every three 
months. Next session was scheduled for unspecified 
date March, Visalia. 


Health state complete physical, mental and 
social well being and not merely the absence disease 
infirmity.’’—Constitution the World Health Or- 
ganization. 
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Ventura County Opens Mental 
Health Center 


The Ventura County Department Public Health 
has added mental health service its program, with 
the opening the Ventura County Mental Health 
Center department branch offices Oxnard. Under 
the leadership Frank Gallison, M.D., 
health officer, mental health activities are directed 
Dr. Dorothy Sproul, psychiatrist, and Miss Clara 
Stahl, psychiatric social worker. Most service con- 
fined the younger age group, although some adults 
are seen for diagnosis and short-term therapy. Parents 
are often received along with their children, since most 
the youth problems confronted have been found 
involve family relationships. 

addition individual and family case work, 
mental health center staff members discuss problems 
human and family relationships with key community 
groups such the and Mothers’ Club, and con- 
duct in-service education programs mental health for 
teachers, health nurses, social workers, ministers 
and similar professional personnel. 


Mouth Cancer and the Dentist 


The American Cancer Society has prepared, par- 
brochure Mouth Cancer and the Dentist, written 
Dr. Hayes Martin New York City’s Memorial Hos- 
pital. 

The brochure discusses detail the lesions indi- 
cancer precancerous conditions, the neces- 
sary steps taken the dentist the diagnosis 
these suspicious lesions, and the indications and pre- 
observed, dentally, before and after 
treatment has been instituted for the cancer. 


The discussion amplified and pointed many 
illustrations both black and white and color. Ad- 
dress the American Cancer Society Beaver 
Street, New York, 


William Jaenicke, San Francisco, President 
the California Society for Crippled Children and 
Adults, was chosen president the national society 
its annual convention New York November. 


gregarious animal, and apparently the 
mischievous microbes exhales fight and neutralize 
each other. They out and devour each other, and 
Man walks off unharmed this not scien- 
(when asked why London’s crowded air-raid shelters 
did not produce epidemics). 


California Morbidity Reports 
Selected Diseases—Civilian Cases 


Total Cases for November and Total Cases for 
Through November, 1949, 1948, 1947 and 
5-Year Median (1944-1948) 


Current month Cumulative 


November 


January through 


Selected diseases 
5-yr. 


me- 
1947 dian, 
1944- 
1948 


1949 1948 1947 


Chickenpox (varicella)... .| 1,732 37,505 | 34,157 
Coccidioidal granuloma ..| 10 6 7 70 53 


Conjunctivitis—acute in- 
fectious of the newborn 
(ophthalmia neonato- 
Dysentery, bacillary. 68; 47) 40/......]) 436] 441] 178 
Encephalitis, infectious_.. 8 
153 | 127] 188 }...... 
‘ood poisoning... 202} 198} 130 
Germanmeasles (rubella) | 199 | 188} 162 
Influenza, epidemic... 38 
infectious ia | 
1 
(rubeola)....... 269 
meningococ- 
(parotitis)_...... 2,338 
Pneumonia, infectious....| 129 
Poliomyelitis acute ante- 
332 
468 
Tuberculosis 
707 
Other forms... ......- 33 
Typhoid 
fever (brucel- 
cough (per- 
462 
Venereal diseases: 
45} 29) 508 397] 523 
Gonocoecus infection...| 1,874 
Granuloma inguinale._. 1 1 


Lymphogranuloma 
venereum (lympho- 
venereum, 


this moment deaf the ears, hoarse 
throat, red the nose, green the gills, damp 
eyes, twitchy the joints and fractious temper 
most intolerable and oppressive 
Dickens. 


affects the circulation, the heart, the 
the whole nervous system, and profoundly affects 
health. have never known man who died from 
work, but many who died from 
Mayo, M.D. 
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